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Meitner in different orders at regular intervals. The whole matter is put
fully and correctly in my book: at least I think so. It is always difficult
to be quoting three people at once, two are bad enough.
I am glad that you are going on with the beta ray work. I have done
some here on radium, and intend to continue it. We have just had
Boltwood staying with us for a few days, and he is now on his way
back to America. He is in very good form after his holiday, but seems
to have had a pretty hard time fixing up the new Laboratory in Yale.
He left this morning to go to Rotterdam.
You will be interested to hear that W. Wilson is now over with
McLennan in Toronto, and J. A. Gray in McGill, both as lecturers.
With regard to Ramsay, I noticed that he had revived the ancient
notion. He told me all about it, but I gently insinuated that it was a
great pity that one did not have a hundred times as much radium and
could not spend a hundred years in proving such points. General radio-
active analysis of minerals shows that neon, if produced at all, is in
excessively small quantity*
I have got a couple of men at present examining whether gamma rays
are produced from alpha rays. We have found it so already for several
cases, and intend to carry it right through. You will see a reference to
it in mine and Chadwick's paper. I have got a fine room myself now
in the Laboratory, and am getting ready to do a number of things. My
book is practically completed, and ought to be out before long. I hope
that you will take an opportunity of seeing something of Geiger, whom
you will find a thoroughly good fellow. He will be probably fairly
lonely for a bit.
We are all very well and flourishing. I am glad to hear that you are
going to work in the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute. I hope soon to hear that
you will be appointed full Professor in that Institute, but I suppose that
that is not settled yet.
The 'ancient notion' referred to in this letter was the production
of lithium and neon by radiations from radium, which further experi-
ments failed to substantiate. These efforts are not to be confused with
modern transmutations effected by quite different means.
Later in the autumn there was held another Solvay Conference in
Brussels, described by Rutherford in Nature (20 Nov.);